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™|SIS?h';s' ™ ^'^"^^ i "°NTH,S, FROM 

status"" 3' Cf'R 1 ^ "^^'^ °' <=°""""™<^«on. even if Umely filed, may redu« Iny ^ 

1 )□ Responsive to communication(s) filed on 

2a)0 This action is FINAL 9h^R?l tw.^ *• • 

^ ^°)\^ This action IS non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance exceot for fnrm=,i rr,o» 

4) EI Claim(s) M6 is/are pending in the application. 
4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) D Claim(s) is/are rejected. 

7) n Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

9)n The specification is objected to by the Examiner 

10) 0 The drawing(s) filed on is/are: ajQ accepted or b)^ objected to by the Examiner 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 85(a) 

1 1) D The proposed drawing correction filed on i^- a^n on«r« ^ 
^ uionriieaon 'S- a)U approved b)D disapproved by the Examiner 

If approved, corrected drawings are required in reply to this Office action 

12) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. §§119 and 120 

13) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19{a)-(d) or (f) 
B)0 All b)D Some * c)D None of: ^ ^ ^■ 

1. D Certified copies of the priority documents have been received 

2. D Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No 

See the attached detailed Office action for a list of thi certiSd' copieitt received 

a) n^ltrr T ^ "'"^ ~ ''-'^ ^-^^^ ^-^^^ § ^ ^ ^^^^ ^ P-islona, application) 
ISinlSn , f °" °^ P^°^'='°"3' application has been received 

A jren~'^"^^"* "^^^^ °^ ^ ~ under 35 uJ'^TZlr 121 . 

1 ) □ Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) i-i 

2) □ Notice of Draflsperson-s Patent Drawing Review (PT0.948) 2 H [T'^'^'^ ^""'"'"'^ (PTO-413) Paper No(s). . 

3) U Infonmation Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1449) Paper No{s) 6) □ Oth^ '"^"""^^^ Application {PTO-152) 

U.S. Patent and Irademartt Office ' ■ 

PTO-326 (Rev. 04-01 ) ~ 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Election/Restrictions 
1 . Restriction to one of the following inventions is required under 35 U.S.C. 121: 

I. Claims 1-7, 1 1-12 and 15, drawn to an apparatus and method, classified in class 

422, subclass 129 and class 588, subclass — . 
II- Claims 8-10, 13-14 and 16, drawn to an apparatus and method, classified in class 
422, subclass 129 and class 588, subclass — . 
The inventions are distinct, each from the other because of the following reasons: 

Inventions I and II are unrelated. Inventions are unrelated if it can be shown that they are 
not disclosed as capable of use together and they have different modes of operation, different 
functions, or different effects (MPEP § 806.04, MPEP § 808.01). In the instant case, the 
different inventions are not connected in design, operation, or effect and therefore the facts relied 
on for this conclusion are in essence the reasons for insisting upon restriction. 

2. If applicant elects Group I, restriction to one of the following inventions is required under 
35 U.S.C. 121: 

IA. Claims 1-7 and 15, drawn to a compressible reactor and system, classified in class 
422, subclass 129. 

IB. Claims 11-12, drawn to a method for treating a toxic chemical, classified in class 
588, subclass — . 

Inventions lA and IB are related as process and apparatus for its practice. The inventions 
are distinct if it can be shown that either: (1) the process as claimed can be practiced by another 
materially different apparatus or by hand, or (2) the apparatus as claimed can be used to practice 
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another and materially different process. (MPEP § 806.05(e)). In this case, the apparatus as 
claimed can be used to practice another and materially different process, such as processes not 
limited to toxic chemical purification. For example, the apparatus could be used for biological, 
medical, or chemical specimen analysis. 

3. If applicant elects Group II, restriction to one of the following inventions is required 
under 35 U.S.C. 121: 

IIA. Claims 8- 1 0 and 1 6, drawn to a reactor vessel and system, classified in class 422, 
subclass 129. 

IIB. Claims 13-14, drawn to a method for treating a toxic chemical, classified in class 
588, subclass — . 

Inventions IIA and IIB are related as process and apparatus for its practice. The 
inventions are distinct if it can be shown that either: (1) the process as claimed can be practiced 
by another materially different apparatus or by hand, or (2) the apparatus as claimed can be used 
to practice another and materially different process. (MPEP § 806.05(e)). In this case, the 
apparatus as claimed can be used to practice another and materially different process, such as 
processes not limited to toxic chemical purification. For example, the apparatus could be used for 
biological, medical, or chemical specimen analysis. 

4. Because these inventions are distinct for the reasons given above and have acquired a 
separate status in the art as shown by their different classification, recognized divergent subject 
matter, and search required for Group I not required for Group II, Group lA not required for 
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Group IB, and Group IIA not required for Group IIB, restriction for examination purposes as 

indicated is proper. 



5. A telephone call was made to Mr. Peter Olexy on January 9, 2003 to request an oral 
election to the above restriction requirement, but did not result in an election being made. 

6. Applicant is advised that the reply to this requirement to be complete must include 



an 



election of the invention to be examined even though the requirement be traversed (37 CFR 
1.143). 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jemiifer A. Leung whose telephone number is 703-305-4951. 
The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30 am - 5:30 pm M-F, every other Friday off 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Glemi A. Caldarola can be reached on 703-308-6824. The fax phone numbers for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are 703-872-93 1 0 for regular 
communications and 703-872-93 1 1 for After Final communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 703-308-0661 . 



Jennifer A. LeungA^^ 

January 11, 2003 ||-l;iaA 
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